
 

A Monument to Courage: 
First World War combatants commemorated on the lychgate 

at 

St. Lawrence’s Church, Morden 

 

  



  

 The memorial lychgate at St. Lawrence’s Church was seriously damaged when hit  

 by a car in June 2021. The memorial has always been one of the sites featured in  

 our borough’s Remembrance Week commemorations. As the structure is still  

 awaiting repair, Merton Heritage Service has produced this display to ensure that  

 those commemorated on the lychgate can still be honoured on Remembrance Day. 

 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

 

  You can find more information about Merton’s First World War  

  combatants on our website: 
 

www.merton.gov.uk/carvedinstone 
 



 

The memorial lychgate at St. Lawrence Church, Morden. 

 Over 2000 combatants from Merton died during the First World War. They are commemorated across the  

 borough on war memorials, plaques, Commonwealth war graves and in stained glass windows. 

 The lychgate at Morden parish church is one of the more unusual memorials - erected during the early  

 1920s, the wooden structure commemorates 37 servicemen who died during the 1914-18 conflict.  

 A number were born in Morden, others lived or worked here and a small number are commemorated  

 locally at the request of relatives or loved ones who lived in the area. Some have known burial sites, others  

 lie in unmarked graves. Whatever their connection to Morden, these men showed great courage and died  

 fighting for King and country - they deserve to be remembered, which is the purpose of this display. 



  

 

 

 

 Sailmaker Herbert John Ayers. 

 Herbert Ayers was born on 20 November 1893 in West Norwood.    

 By the outbreak of war in 1914, his parents, Percy and Sarah,    

 had moved to Morden and were living in a property called  

 Cleveancy at 6 Wandle Road. 

  

 Herbert joined the Navy and became a sailmaker on board 

 H.M.S. Natal. Tragically he was killed just before New Year’s Eve   

 1915, when the ship suffered an internal combustion and blew up  

 in Scotland’s Cromarty Firth. 

  

 Herbert’s body was never recovered but he is commemorated at  

 St. Lawrence’s Church, Morden. 



  

   

 Sergeant Reginald William Baker. 

Born in 1893, Reginald William Baker was the eldest son of 

George Alfred Baker and Margaret Elizabeth Lyons, who had 

been married at Croydon in 1890. 

 

By 1901, 35 year old George was working as a police  

constable to support his wife and total of 6 children. 

By 1911 the couple had been married for 22 years and were  

living at Rosebery Villas, Church Road at Knap Hill, Surrey. 

They now had ten children, one of whom  sadly died in infancy.  

 

18 year old Reginald Baker enlisted in the Royal Navy on  

21 December 1909 for a 12 year stint. Naval Records describe 

him  as 5ft 8 inches tall, with brown hair, blue eyes and a fresh 

complexion. In total Reginald served on 8 ships between 1909 

and August 1912, when he was invalided out of the Navy with 

chronic bronchitis. 

 

 Reginald later enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment at Chertsey,  

 rising to the rank of Sergeant. He was killed in action on 16 

 August 1916 and is buried at Bernafay Wood British Cemetery in  

 Montauban, France.  



  

  

 

Private Percival Barnes 

  

 Born c.1897, Percival Barnes was the third child of James and  

 Maria Lena Barnes and was baptized at St Mark’s Church, 

 Walworth on 14 May 1899. His father was a cellar man and at the  

 time of their marriage, his wife was a domestic servant.  

 

 The family initially lived at 10 Borreth Road, Walworth, however   

 by 1911 they had moved to 1 Frederick Cottages, Crown Road, 

 Morden. In total, Lina and James had 8 children, 2 of whom died  

 in early childhood .  

 

 When war broke out, Percival Barnes enlisted as in the  

 East Surrey Regiment at Kingston upon Thames. He was killed  

 on 1 December 1917 at Cambrai, France. In addition to being 

 commemorated on the lychgate at St. Lawrence Church, his  

 name also appears on the Cambrai memorial at Louverval. 
 


